
  
 
 
 

 

Read Write Inc 

Word lists booklet 

 

 

Reading at home 

1. Single sound strips sent home as new sounds are learnt 

2. Word time lists sent home after they are taught 

3. Red word/common exception word lists sent home as they progress to each book or 

introduced when child is ready 

Reading at school 

1. Word lists practised alongside one-to-one reading 

2. Record kept within school of red/common exception words that children are 

confident with reading 

 



  
 
 
 

Introduction 

As children progress through the Read Write Inc scheme they will learn a range 

of sounds (phonemes) and spelling choices (graphemes) as well as a range of 

green words (words that can be decoded) and red words (words that cannot be 

decoded). This pack provides teachers and parents with a full set of the word 

lists that support each level of reading.  

 

Overview 

Step 1: As children start school they will become familiar with the set 1 sounds. 

Children learn one new sound a day until the children are familiar with these 

sounds. Children are taught a specific rhyme for each letter to help them write 

them. As children learn new sounds they will begin to practise blending the 

sounds together orally to create words using the letter sounds.  

Step 2: Children then begin to read simple words using the few sounds they 

have been taught. The word lists extend as they learn more and more of the 

sounds from the simple speed sound chart. As children move onto the different 

levels of RWI books they begin to learn some red words.  

Step 3: Word lists will be sent home as children are taught them. Parents are 

encouraged to practise reading these words with their children by sounding 

each word out and blending them together, we call this ‘fred-talk’. As children 

progress through the scheme, their fluency and accuracy will develop and they 

will begin to read words by sight, we call this ‘fredding in our head’. 

Step 4: Children will bring home a RWI reading book that meets the level of 

book they are reading at school, along with an additional ‘take home’ reading 

book that closely matches the reading ability of the child but is to be shared 

between parent and child. 

 

This guide provides the resources that are to be sent home in addition to the 

reading books.  
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Red Words & Common Exception words to be taught at each level 

1 

I no today his  

of go is has  

my me to push  

by put into pull  

the a I’m full  
 

2 

said so ask do last 

he says all was class 

she our small were grass 

we your fall past pass 

be you tall fast  
 

3 

baby some here   

want come they   

I’ve there path   

like her bath   

her washing plant   



  
 
 
 

4 

one brother where Mrs hold 

saw their door old told 

watch any floor cold child 

watches many poor told wild 

who love Mr gold climb 
 

5 

anyone other find only move hour 

over you’re kind both prove again 

does why mind water improve  

through humans behind house half  

once whole most after who  
 

6 

mother people another worse busy school pretty 
father great walk Christmas every friend beautiful 
wear above talk clothes everybody children even 

everyone buy bought money parents break sure 

someone caught thought  because steak sugar 
 

 


